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As you know, on September 24-25, 

2009 Pittsburgh had the honor of host-

ing the G20 Summit.  Made-up of a 

group of finance ministers and central 

bank governors representing 20 of the 

worldõs largest national economies, the 

G20 Summit brought a world-wide spot-

light to Pittsburgh, giving the region the 

opportunity to showcase its commit-

ment to new and green technology. 

 

 

With the massive national and interna-

tional media coverage of the Summit 

including television newscasts and 

newspaper and magazine articles, Pitts-

burgh shocked and impressed the world 

with its transformation and ability to 

recover from the decline of the Steel 

industry in the 1980õs.  Thanks to this 

exposure our region, once looked upon 

from outsiders as being smoky steel 

towns full of smog, is now seen in a new 

lightñone of economic and environ-

mental transformation.   With this op-

portunity to correct the false impression 

which plagued the city for years, we may 

now experience further growth of busi-

nesses and residents. 

 

 

 

It is believed that the initial economic 

impact of the G20 brought $35 mil-

lion in spending which covered items 

such as hotels, meals, and transpor-

tation services.   In addition, itõs esti-

mated that the international media 

exposure that was received is equiva-

lent to $100 million worth of advertis-

ing costs.  But more importantly, the 

summit brought interest to the city for 

businesses to expand, relocate or 

start-up here, and additional organiza-

tions are expected to host confer-

ences here. 

 

Leading up to and during the Summit, 

County Executive, Dan Onorato had 

multiple opportunities to discuss and 

showcase County projects that display 

international business relationships, 

new technology, and green innova-

tion.  Many of these projects involve 

our Department and the project man-

agement from our staff, such as: Fla-

beg, Eaton, Medrad, Plextronics, Air-

port Development, Brownfield Rede-

velopment, Allegheny Places, Ross 

Hill, and Woodcrest.   Itõs exciting to 

see our everyday hard work get na-

tional recognition and to see the dif-

ference we are truly making in the 

region. 

  Dennis Davin 

  -Director 

T H E  L A T E S T  D E V E L O P M E N T 

L a y o u t  a n d  D e s i g n  

Shannon Pope  



PEEBLES SQUARE  

Five new homes are now for sale in Wilkinsburg as the 
result of the first phase of new construction for the 
Peebles Square project.  This is worth noting since, 
except for the three new homes funded by ACED, built, 
and sold on McNary Boulevard in 2006, no new single-
family detached homes have been built in Wilkinsburg 
since the 1970s.  Wilkinsburg has been in great need of 
a face lift for some time, and it is finally getting the 
much-needed attention through this and many other 
housing and economic development projects, thanks in 
large part to the efforts of ACED and many other part-
ners.  
 
ACED first proposed a Peebles Street area housing 
redevelopment project as a high-priority item at the first 
Wilkinsburg Oversight Committee meeting in April 
2004.  The Oversight Committee, consisting of bor-
ough, county, state, and community representatives, 
has meet monthly ever since to discuss and monitor a 
variety of redevelopment proposals and projects for 
Wilkinsburg.   
 
ACED had recommended the Peebles site as ñéthe 
best remaining site in Wilkinsburg for a large-scale new 
single-family housing development, which would have a 
significant positive impact on the community.ò  
Bounded by Peebles Street and South, Trenton, and 
Ross Avenues, it was originally targeted for redevelop-
ment as a large concentration of blighted properties on 
flat land surrounded by stable neighborhoods and adja-
cent to the Penn Avenue commercial corridor.     
 
Project Scope, Funding, and Management  
 
Many officials and staff with ACED and its Housing Di-
vision have been extensively involved with the Peebles 
Square project.  Nathan Wetzel and Joel Segel have 
served as Project Managers. 
       
The Peebles Square project has evolved over several 
stages.  ACED first partnered in 2005 with developer 
ACTION-Housing, Inc., Wilkinsburg service provider 
Hosanna House, and general contractor Mistick Con-
struction in submitting an application to the PA Housing 
Finance Agency (PHFA) Homeownership Choice Pro-
gram for a mixed renovation/construction proposal to 
produce up to 25 housing units for sale.  ACED com-
mitted $1.9 million in AHTF and CDBG funds, and 
PHFA awarded $2 million for the project in November 
2005.  PA DCED later provided $460,000. 
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Previous Project Phases  
 
Largely through RAAC and the Vacant Property Recovery 
Program (VPRP), ACED worked with ACTION-Housing, Inc. 
to acquire a total of 39 parcels for the project.  Acquisition 
efforts began in the fall of 2005.  By August 2006, 33 parcels 
were acquired through the VPRP process, including 27 
through a settlement agreement with two property controlling 
entities.  Six other parcels were acquired through private ne-
gotiation, including two owner-occupied homes.  A total of 15 
buildings were then demolished, including nine residential 
structures, five former ñbungalow styleò medical office build-
ings, and a former pharmacy.    
 

In June 2007, development 
work began with the renova-
tion of a distinctive six-unit 
rowhouse building on the 
100 block of Peebles Street.  
When completed in Febru-
ary 2008, these newly reno-
vated units each featured 
1500 square feet, 3 bed-
rooms, 1 ½ baths, and other 
attractive amenities.  The 

units each sold for $64,900, with ACED providing a deferred 
second mortgage of $20,000, to be forgiven for homeowners 
staying in those homes during a 15-year affordability period.  
One detached single-family home has also been renovated 
and is now available for sale. 
 
Current Phase ï First Stage of Construction  
 
The new construction of five homes wraps up the first phase 
of construction for the Peebles Square project.  Each home is 
complete with 3 bedrooms and 2 ½ baths.  The master bed-
room has a full bath and large walk-in closet.  The kitchen 
has a pantry with shelving and a large island ï they are 
equipped with a refrigerator, stove and dishwasher.  The 
homes have a covered front porch and a nice-sized yard with 
parking pads in the rear, making them well-suited for families 
with children.  Families can choose to finish the large base-
ments, which all come 
equipped with washer/dryer 
hook-ups and have the poten-
tial for a half bathroom.  An-
other noticeable feature is the 
installation of rain barrels for 
each home to collect and con-
serve rain water for various 
purposes.     
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THE LATEST  

DEVELOPMENT  

COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS... 

 

Sam Bozzollaé 

Authorities Division 

 

George Darakosé 

Business Development    

Division 

 

Patrick Earleyé 

Development Division 

 

Shannon Popeé 

Executive Division 

 

Nancy Dunkisé 

Housing & Human  

Services Division 

 

Fred Ralston, Jré. 

Municipal Division 

 

Lindsey Anderson... 

Planning Division 

 

Michael Pehuré 

Special Projects &            

Finance Division 

 

 

*******************************************  

Anyone who would like to submit 

an article for the next newsletter 

please email it to Shannon by: 

December 11,  2009   

shannon.pope@alleghenycounty.us 

PEEBLES SQUARE  continued...  
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Local residents have been watching the construction of these homes every step of the 
way.  Many of them stop to ask questions about the construction and have made in-
quiries about purchasing the homes.  ACTION-Housing, Inc. reports that there has 
already been plenty of interest in the homes.  The sales price for the homes has been 
set at $104,900.   
   
Future Phase ï Project Completion 
 
Once the five currently constructed homes are sold, ACTION-Housing, Inc. may have 
enough available funding through PHFA and the resale of those homes to build an-
other three houses.  In addition, through ACEDôs application to HUD this July for the 
second round of Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP II) funding, ACTION-
Housing, Inc. hopes to receive funds to construct an additional six to eight houses, for 
a total of 14 to 16 new single-family homes for the entire project.    
 
      Courtney Boyd 

      -Housing Division Intern 

June 2008  

Ribbon cutting 

ceremony led by 

County Executive        

Dan Onorato                  

for completion of        

townhomes  

June 2007   Rehab starts on row houses  

 

 February 2008  

Rehab completed on row 

houses  
 

April 2009  

Construction on 5 new 

homes begins  

 

September 2009  

5 new homes completed and up for Sale!  

August 2009  

Last row house 

SOLD! 

Idea for Peebles Street area housing                               

 re-development proposed in April 2004  

ACED commits            

$1.9 million in AHTF and 

CDBG funds for           

predevelopment,      

demolition and rehab  

PHFA awards            

$2 million for new 

construction  



BOSSA NOVA CONCEPTS 
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Toy robotics to be the next market opened  

by local technology 

 

 With a new CEO and two new interactive robots 

for children, Bossa Nova is poised to roll its product out 

to commercial markets, both domestically and abroad. 

Beginning with Sarjoun Skaffõs research and develop-

ment of robotic movement at Carnegie Mellon Univer-

sity, Bossa Novaõs product lines have evolved into two 

exciting toys for children. The company has been spun 

out of the Carnegie Mellon University Robotics Institute 

and now is housed in an Oakland neighborhood office. 

Coupled with an experienced management team includ-

ing new Chief Executive Officer Martin Hitch and Chief 

Operating Officer David Palmer, Mr. Skaff and Bossa 

Nova is primed to spread further notice of the regionõs 

leadership in the field of robotics and its diverse appli-

cations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The companyõs initial product offering is com-

prised of two lines; Prime-8 and Penbo. Prime-8 is a fast

-paced Gorilla aimed at boys aged 8+ powered by a 

battery of sensors that allow him to respond to peo-
ple and his environment. Penbo is a mother penguin 

and a baby designed for girls 4+. Penbo is designed to 

move like a penguin and interact with her owner and 
her own baby through an array of sensors. 

 

 

 

 While product distribution has been underway for 

several months already in foreign markets, Bossa Nova 

just launched the Prime-8 line on QVC in July. Its prod-

ucts are also for sale on Amazon.com with plans to roll 

them out to department and toy stores next year. The 

company has been showcased at Wired.com, 

Switched.com, and number of other media sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Allegheny County Economic Development, in tan-

dem with the Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pitts-

burgh, is excited to be able to assist with a next-

generation robotics company that promises to not only 

create numerous jobs in the area, but also highlight the 

entrepreneurial environment that is fostered here. Bossa 

Nova is committed to growing here in Pittsburgh and tak-

ing advantage of our unique blend of talent, investment, 

and our lauded economic growth driven by highly techni-

cal industries. 

 

   Jeb Feldman 

   -Business Development Division 

 

 

 



 In response to the transformation of the 

economic landscape in Southwestern Pennsylvania, 

various agencies have joined in pursuing a 

comprehensive multi-year economic development 

strategy for the Pittsburgh International (PIT) Airport 

Corridor.  Shovel-ready development sites were created in 

an effort to generate private investment, create 

employment opportunities and increase the tax base. PIT 

Airport is a world class facility located roughly sixteen 

miles west of downtown Pittsburgh.  A strategic asset for 

southwestern Pennsylvania, PIT is surrounded by 

thousands of acres of vacant land.  The PIT Airport 

Corridor represents a key development opportunity for 

Allegheny County.  Unfortunately, the region has not been 

able to capitalize on this potential due in part to 

topographical challenges and the limited availability of 

public infrastructure. 
 

 Many of the vacant acres not utilized for regular 

airport operations within the PIT Airport Corridor remain 

controlled by the Allegheny County Airport Authority 

(ACAA). Only limited development has occurred within the 

PIT Airport Corridor despite its new world class terminal 

and strategic location within the regional transportation 

network.  Allegheny County Economic Development 

(ACED), partnering with the ACAA and various other 

stakeholders, led the effort to formulate a comprehensive 

development strategy for the PIT Airport Corridor.  The 

primary goal of this strategy was to prepare accessible 

development-ready sites to provide an opportunity for the 

region to compete nationally for private investment.  

Improvements provided via this strategy were utilized to 

develop such capacity.  Public financial assistance was 

leveraged by the private sector, thus creating 
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Economic Development Strategy Developed for the                                      

Pittsburgh International Airport 

employment opportunities and increasing the local tax 

base. 

ACED partnered with various public and private entities in 

planning and implementing the PIT Airport Corridor 

development strategy.  These included the ACAA, 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Allegheny County Council, 

Township of Findlay, and West Allegheny School District 

who all provided public financial assistance.  Developers, 

businesses, and financial institutions leveraged this 

investment with private capital necessary for the various 

facilities constructed within the prepared sites. 
 

 ACED has partnered with the ACAA to provide 

funding for site development and public infrastructure 

installations throughout the corridor.  Three significant 

projects have been undertaken since 2004 including the 

Clinton Commerce Park, the Cherrington Commerce Park, 

and the PIT International Logistics Center.  Over 1.4 million 

sf of buildings have been constructed or are currently 

under construction.  Dicks Sporting Goods, Flabeg US Solar 

Corporation, and Knepper Press all occupy facilities within 

the sites.  At full build out, these sites are expected to 

accommodate an additional 1.6 million sf of buildings and 

generate over $330 million of private investment. 
 

 Sites were provided for the development of office, 

warehouse/distribution, and air cargo space in a region 

with a limited inventory of Class A space.  Development of 

office, warehouse/distribution, and air cargo alternatives in 

one of the most accessible locations the local market has 

increased the Pittsburgh regionõs competitiveness in 

attracting businesses.  Vacant, formerly mined property 

now generates significant tax revenue, attracts private 

investment, and jobs are being created.  In total, over $61 

Clinton Commerce Park 

Continued on page 9... 


