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 Part of the Departmentôs mis-
sion to increase the viability of Alle-
gheny County includes improving and 
developing recreational sites such as 
tot lots, playgrounds, and sports 
fields.  One area the County has been 
lacking in is the ability to play nontra-
ditional sports such as, rugby and 
lacrosse, due to the lack of available 
sites.  The County along with the 
Sports & Legacy Foundation, and 
many other funding groups are in the 
process of changing that with the  
development of the Sports & Athletic 
Complex at Montour Junction. 

The Sports & Athletic Com-
plex is comprised of a 78 acre parcel 
of land donated by the Sports & Leg-
acy Foundation to the County.  The 
property is situated in Coraopolis Bor-
ough, Moon Township, and Robinson 
Township.  The site was originally 
used as a maintenance and storage 
yard for the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 
Railroad and is currently deemed a 
Brownfield site.   A team of engineers 
recently completed an environmental 
study of the site and the County re-
ceived approval to begin construction 
by the Department of Environmental 
Protection.  A transportation study is 
currently underway and will provide 
the needed information to address 
traffic issues, including pinpointing the 
exact location for an entrance to the 
site.   

The project will include the 
development of nontraditional sports 
fields for amateur sporting activi-

ties.  The sporting uses could in-
clude soccer, rugby, lacrosse, field 
hockey, Gaelic football, cricket and 
ultimate Frisbee.  A minimum of 10 
artificial turf and natural grass fields 
will be constructed on the site, 
along with restroom and locker fa-
cilities, parking areas and walk-
ways.  Fields will be constructed to 
accommodate more than one sport-
ing use per field, and will include 
markings to create smaller fields for 
younger children.   

A one-mile extension of the 
Montour Trail will also be con-
structed on the site.  The planned 
location of the trail will be along the 
Montour Run Stream and will end 
with a new trailhead at the Coraopo-
lis Bridge.  The trail will be built on-
site to match the existing specifica-
tions, providing continuity for bicy-
clists, runners and walkers. Devel-
opment of the site will also enhance 
the usage of Montour Run Stream ï 
a popular fishing stream ï bisecting 
the property.   

The proposed development 
will change the site from being an 
eyesore to a top-notch recreational 
facility for neighboring communi-
ties.   It will provide multi-field ac-
cess to school-aged children and 
will help to develop healthy habits 
amongst children.   

  

 Dennis Davin 

 -Director 
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L a y o u t  a n d  D e s i g n  

Shannon Dansak  



Ground Breaking of Chapman Commerce Center 

On May 24
th
, Chapman Business Properties broke ground on Chapman 

Commerce Center. This Center, off of the Westport Road interchange of 

the Findlay Connector in Findlay Township is master planned to become 

a $150 Million, 2.6 Million square foot development comprised of indus-

trial, warehouse, office and commercial space. The first phase of this de-

velopment will be 93,000 square feet of Class A industrial/distribution 

space. 
 

Following their successful development model in the creation of Leets-

dale Industrial Park, Chapman chose to pursue sustainable development 

for the Chapman Commerce Center as well.  This former strip-mined 

Brownfield site will soon be home to LEED certified buildings and sustain-

able stormwater management facilities. 
 

Through partnerships with Findlay Township, West Allegheny School District, Allegheny County and the State of Penn-
sylvania, Chapman has shown how strategic public/private partnership can be an extremely effective economic develop-
ment tool. These public entities have provided financing for the infrastructure in a pivotal area for potential development, 
the airport corridor, to spur future economic growth and job creation.  This development alone is projected to create 
1,400 jobs at completion. 
 

The construction of Chapman Commerce Center provides a model for economic development in a recessed economy. 
Chapmanôs targeting of the airport corridor for development, partnership with public entities, and ambitions to develop 
sustainably, have proven to be a successful formula for development during these difficult economic times. 

 

         Ryan Chismark 

         -Special Projects & Finance 
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New and Improved Grove Road Bridge to Open in July 

At a mere twenty-one feet long, Grove Road Bridge may not be the 
most imposing structure, but it looms large for the Borough of Castle 
Shannon in terms of access and impact on the local economy. Span-
ning the creek at the intersection of Grove Road and State Route 88 
(Library Road) the bridge is critical infrastructure at a busy intersec-
tion with high traffic volume that abuts a PAT park and ride.  
 
Job creation and retention is a factor as well. Grove Road is the main 
access to the ENX Business Park which is home to many local busi-
nesses that project significant job growth. An estimated 50 new jobs 
are expected to be created within the park in the next 3 years.  
 
The $900,000 project has been able to coordinate with a concurrent 
PennDOT paving project to limit cost and commuter inconvenience. 
With several local, state and federal funding sources, including CDBG funding through the Business Development Divi-
sion, this projects exemplifies leveraging different sources of funding and coordination amongst all levels of public agen-
cies. It may only take a second or two to cross Grove Road Bridge but its reconstruction will continue to serve the re-
gional economy for decades to come. 

 
         Jeb Feldman 
         -Business Development  

http://www.pixoasis.com/gallery/view_photo.php?full=1&set_albumName=album95&id=RKelly_10524_81141
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ACHEBA Issues $16,000,000 Revenue Bonds to 

Robert Morris University 
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At the April 27, 2010 meeting of the Allegheny County Higher Education Building 
Authority (ACHEBA), the board authorized the issuance of Tax-Exempt Revenue 
Bonds in an amount not to exceed $16,000,000 to finance a project at Robert Morris 
University including: constructing, furnishing & equipping a 192 bed student housing 
at the Universityôs main campus. 

 

Robert Morris University is located in Moon Township and currently has an enroll-
ment of over 5,000 students.  The University offers a wide range of academic pro-
grams, including 18 master's and doctoral degrees in fields like nursing, health care, 
engineering and education.  Robert Morris has matured into a major private univer-
sity while maintaining the focus on practical, career-building education on which the 
school was founded 85 years ago.  Currently, the University employs more than 800 
people within its faculty, staff and administrative positions.  The University was 
founded in 1921 and was named after Robert Morris, who signed the Declaration of 
Independence, and helped finance the ensuing war with the British. 

 

Recently, the Robert Morris University (RMU) Board of Trustees approved the first 
phase of a 20-year campus master plan, which calls for dramatic improvements to 
the University's 230-acre campus in Moon Township.  

 

This initial three-year phase is now underway and will cost approximately $23 mil-
lion. The plan will build on the monumental changes that RMU has undergone over 
the past 10 years, and particularly since becoming a university in 2002.  

 

During that time, the University has added three new academic schools and 19 de-
gree programs, built Joe Walton Stadium, and acquired the Island Sports Center in 
Neville Island. Freshman class enrollment has risen 40 percent since 2002, and the 
University has hired more than 100 new faculty members. 

 

The capital plan includes: 

Construction of a 192 bed student 
housing, which will meet the needs 
of the growing enrollment.  The 
facility will be 76,000 square feet 
with 5 floors.  The University will 
design the facility to comply with 
the latest energy conservation 
code requirements.  The project is 
scheduled to begin construction in 
July 2010 and will be completed 
by August 2011. 

 

ACHEBA is proud to continue to assist educational institutions in Allegheny County 
as they further enhance the educational experience for the thousands of students 
from the region and the world. 

 

      Sam Bozzolla 

      -Authorities Division 


