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Part 1: CONTACT INFORMATION 


Applications to the Allegheny Grows program must be submitted by an organized, neighborhood-based 


group, such as a non-profit, community development corporation, neighborhood association/watch group, 


educational or local government entity.  Partnerships among multiple organizations are encouraged, but not 


required.  If multiple organizations are involved, please designate a primary contact person below. 


Primary Contact Person 


Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Organization: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 


Mailing Address: ___________________________________City: _______________________ ZIP: _________________  


Daytime Phone: ____________________ Evening Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone: __________________ 


E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


Municipal Contact Person 


Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Organization: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 


Mailing Address: ___________________________________City: _______________________ ZIP: _________________  


Daytime Phone: ____________________ Evening Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone: __________________ 


E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


Additional Contact Person 


Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Organization: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 


Mailing Address: ___________________________________City: _______________________ ZIP: _________________  


Daytime Phone: ____________________ Evening Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone: __________________ 


E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


Part 2: ORGANIZATION INFORMATION 


When was your organization formed? __________________________________________________________________ 


How many members belong to your organization? ______________________________________________________   


How is membership defined by your organization (i.e. dues, participation requirements, etc.)?______________ 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Within the past year, how many community-wide events (i.e. block parties, community clean-ups, etc.) has 


your organization sponsored? ________________________________________________________________________  


On average, how many volunteers have supported an event like the ones described above? ________________ 


Please list the names of partnering organizations who have agreed to commit their time, energy and other 


resources to the community garden.  Please indicate specifically how much each organization plans to 


contribute (i.e. hours of skilled or unskilled labor, in-kind donations, etc.): 


1) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


2) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


3) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


4) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


5) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 







Please list any matching funds you have solicited for this project. Please indicate which funds are “pending” 


and “confirmed”: 


1) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


2) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


3) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


4) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


5) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


Please list the names of additional community organizations that you plan to reach out to for support: 


1) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


2) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


3) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


4) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


5) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


Part 3: GARDEN SITE INFORMATION 


Garden site address or map-block-lot numbers: ________________________________________________________ 


City: ______________________________  ZIP: _____________ Census Tract: _________________________________ 


If you are unsure of your Census Tract, go to: http://tinyurl.com/hd4p  


Approximate site dimensions (please include units of measurement): Length ___________ Width ____________ 


Land use of abutting properties (please check all that apply):  


Commercial  Residential  Vacant 


Do you own the garden site property?  Yes  No 


If not, please provide the owner’s contact information below, if available: 


Owner’s Name: __________________________________________ Phone Number: ____________________________ 


To verify ownership of the garden site property, visit the Allegheny County Real Estate website at: 


http://www2.county.allegheny.pa.us/realestate/Default.aspx 


The property is owned by a: Public agency  Non-profit organization  Other: _______________ 


Has the garden site been tested for lead contamination?   Yes  No 


If yes, when was the test taken? ______________________ 


Does the property have a municipal water source on site?  Yes  No 


If no, please describe: _______________________________________________________________________________ 


Which of the following characterizes the slope of the garden site? (Please check all that apply.)  


Flat terrain (0-5% slope) Gradual (5-10% slope)  Moderate (10-20% slope)  


Does 90% of the property receive at least six hours of sunlight?  Yes  No  


Has illegal dumping occurred on the site? Yes  No 


Was the site ever occupied by a factory, mechanic shop or gas station? Yes  No 


Are there tall weeds/growth on the site? Yes  No 


Can you identify knotweed, kudzu, or other invasive plants on the site? Yes  No 
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Is the property topped with concrete, asphalt, or shale? Yes  No  


If yes, please describe: ______________________________________________________________________________ 


Please describe rubble characteristics (i.e. brick coverage, building foundations, unevenness, sink holes, 


etc.): ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


Please provide any other known information about the site’s history (i.e. previous uses, contamination, etc.): 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Who currently uses the site and for what purpose(s)? ___________________________________________________ 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


What type of community garden do you envision on the site? (Please check all that apply.) 


Individual plots  Community farm  Both 


Part 4: EVIDENCE OF SUPPORT 


1) Please submit a letter of support from each of the following entities: 


Municipality—required  


Garden site property owner—required  


Other supporting organizations—optional* 


2) Please submit a petition signed by neighboring residents and business owners who are in favor of the 


garden. 


3) Please submit a list of potential participants who are willing to help establish and maintain the 


garden. 


*These may include community and economic development organizations, afterschool and summer 


programs, Scouting Troops and other civic organizations that are willing to contribute to the garden. 


Part 5: AGREEMENTS & EXPECTATIONS 


If selected to participate in the Allegheny Grows Program, I agree to: 


Contribute to a minimum of four planning sessions 


Recruit two community representatives to attend the Garden Primer Class series 


Cooperate with ACED and partner organizations to realize my organization’s vision for a community 


garden 


Enter into a site access and land use agreement with Grow Pittsburgh—see sample (attached)  


Cultivate vegetables at the garden site for at least five years  


Weigh and record garden produce yields according to program guidelines 


 


Signature________________________________________________ Date_______________________ 


Please postmark or submit completed application materials by 4:30PM on Friday, September 30, 2011 to: 


Mail:  Iris Whitworth 


Allegheny County Economic Development 


425 Sixth Avenue, Suite 800 


Pittsburgh, PA 15219 


Email:  iris.whitworth@alleghenycounty.us 


Fax:  412.642.2217 



mailto:iris.whitworth@alleghenycounty.us






 


 


I. Program Intent 


Allegheny County Economic Development (ACED) is currently seeking applicants for 


Allegheny Grows, a program of the Business Development Division that encourages 


community and workforce development through urban farming and gardening.  


Successful applicants will receive two years of technical support and supplies to develop 


self-sufficient community food gardens. 


II. Eligibility 


Open to organized, neighborhood-based groups, such as a non-profit, community 


development corporation, neighborhood association/watch group, educational or local 


government entity.  Partnerships are encouraged but not required. 


 


Eligible groups must: 


 Qualify for Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) 


o For a full list of CDBG criteria, visit: 


http://economic.alleghenycounty.us/cdbg/ACLowModCensus2000.pdf   


 Obtain permission to garden on property owned by a public agency or non-profit 


organization in Allegheny County and outside the City of Pittsburgh with: 


o A municipal water supply on-site (or the ability to install one)  


o Direct sunlight 


o Lead levels below 400PPM 


o Flat or gradually sloped terrain 


 Show evidence of community and municipal support for the project 


 Express a five-year commitment to vegetable gardening on-site 


 Select a community leader(s) to spearhead the project 


III. Timeline 


August 15, 2011  Application materials available  


September 7 & 12, 2011 Information sessions held 


September 30, 2011 Postmark deadline for application materials  


October 1-7, 2011 Application materials reviewed and finalists chosen  


October 2011 Site visits and phone interviews conducted 


November 2011  Projects awarded 


December 2011  Community garden planning begins 


 


ACED reserves the right to change the program timeline. 


 
IV. How to apply 


Groups interested in this project must attend an information session and prepare the 


following: 


 


1.  Application. Download a fillable PDF version of the application at ACED’s website: 


http://economic.alleghenycounty.us/  
2. Information Session. All potential applicants are required to attend one of the 


following information sessions: 


 


 Wednesday, September 7, 2011 from 6:00-8:00pm in Millvale 


 Monday, September  12, 2011 from 5:30- 7:30pm in Wilkinsburg 


 


Please call Sara Masullo at 412.350.1198 or email sara.masullo@alleghenycounty.us to 


RSVP. 


2012 APPLICATION FOR 


THE ALLEGHENY GROWS PROGRAM 
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3. Organizational Chart. A visual representation of your organization’s leadership 


structure. 
4. Photos. Three photos of the garden site.  


5. Soil Test Results. From the garden site. Find soil testing resources at Grow 


Pittsburgh’s website: http://tinyurl.com/3m38qdq 
6. Letters of Support. From the municipality, garden site property owner and other 


support organizations, if applicable. 
7. Petition. 30 signatures from neighboring residents and business owners who are in 


favor of the garden. 
8. Potential Participants. A list of names and addresses of individuals who are willing 


to help establish and maintain the garden.   


 


Groups interested in being considered should postmark or submit their completed 


application materials by Friday, September 30, 2011 at 4:30PM to: 


 
Iris Whitworth 


Project Manager 


Allegheny County Economic Development 


425 Sixth Avenue, Suite 800 


Pittsburgh, PA 15219 


V. Selection Process 


Once received and processed, all applications will be reviewed by a selection panel 


comprised of ACED staff and partner organization representatives. Competitiveness 


depends on completeness of application and demonstrated ability to fulfill program 


expectations. Finalists will be selected for site visits and phone interviews during the first 


or second week of October. Results will be mailed in early November. 


VI. Mission & History 


Through a partnership with Grow Pittsburgh and the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, 


Allegheny Grows provides education, planning resources and technical assistance for 


existing and newly developing community vegetable gardens in low-to-moderate income 


communities throughout Allegheny County. The mission of the program is to support and 


utilize community gardening activities to return vacant or underutilized land to productive 


use; provide a platform for community engagement; increase renewable sources of fresh 


produce; and educate the communities on running a community gardening initiative.  In 


its inaugural year, McKees Rocks and Millvale were selected to participate in the pilot 


program.  In 2011, Bellevue, Wilkinsburg and Penn Hills launched their initiatives.  In 


subsequent years, Allegheny Grows will expand to at least two new communities per 


year. 
 


Additional Information 


If you have any questions or need any additional information, please call Iris Whitworth at 
412.350.5594 or email iris.whitworth@alleghenycounty.us. 
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List of Potential Participants 


Please list the names and addresses of individuals that are willing to help establish and maintain the 


garden.   


1. Name: __________________________ Address: _________________________________ 


2. Name: __________________________ Address: _________________________________ 


3. Name: __________________________ Address: _________________________________ 


4. Name: __________________________ Address: _________________________________ 


5. Name: __________________________ Address: _________________________________ 


6. Name: __________________________ Address: _________________________________ 


7. Name: __________________________ Address: _________________________________ 


8. Name: __________________________ Address: _________________________________ 


9. Name: __________________________ Address: _________________________________ 


10. Name: __________________________ Address: _________________________________ 


 








Community Garden Petition 


Creating a community garden is a long-term responsibility that requires community awareness and support.  Applicants to the Allegheny 


Grows program must discuss their plans with neighbors of the proposed garden site by circulating this petition.   


Applicant Instructions 


 Please obtain signatures from neighboring residents and business owners.  At least half (50%) of all petitioners must reside or conduct 


business within five blocks of the proposed garden site.  Signatures from members of the applicant organization will not be accepted. 


Garden Site Address: ____________________________________________ City: __________________________ ZIP: _____________________________ 


Applicant Organization Name: ____________________________________ Telephone: ____________________ Email: ___________________________ 


 


We the undersigned are residents or business owners located near the proposed garden site.  By signing my name below, I understand and 


accept the proposed planning and development of a community garden at this location.   


 
Full name (Print) Signature Address ZIP Date 


Located within five 


blocks? (Yes/No) 


1. 


 


      


2. 


 


      


3. 


 


      


4. 


 


      


5. 


 


      


6. 


 


      


7. 


 


      


8. 


 


      


9. 


 


      


10. 


 


      







11. 


 


      


12. 


 


      


13. 


 


      


14. 


 


      


16. 


 


      


17. 


 


      


18. 


 


      


19. 


 


      


20. 


 


      


21. 


 


      


22.       


 


23.       


 


24. 


 


      


25. 


 


      


 


26. 


 


      


27. 


 


      


 


28. 


 


      


29.  


 


     


30.  


 


     


 


 








 


 


 
SITE ACCESS  AND LAND USE AGREEMENT 


This Site Access Agreement (“Agreement”) is made by and between (insert property owner)_(“the 


Property Owner”)and Grow Pittsburgh, its employees, agents, and designees. The Agreement gives 


permission for Grow Pittsburgh to enter upon certain property located on (insert address) (“the Site”).  


PURPOSE 


1. Grow Pittsburgh and the Property Owner are entering in this Agreement so Grow Pittsburgh may 
enter upon the Site to develop a community food garden and perform technical landscape 
services on the site for the benefit of the municipality and its residents.  


2. A public, community food garden will be developed and remain on the Site for a minimum of five 
years.  


 
TERMS OF AGREEMENT 


 


3. Unless terminated sooner by written notice of 90 days, the length of this Agreement will run from 
_______, through _______________ (minimum two year participation in Allegheny Grows 
program). 


4. The right of access will be renewed a biannual basis after December 1, 2013. 


5. This Agreement can be terminated by either party within one hundred twenty (90) days written 
notice to the other party.  


6. This Agreement, including Attachments(s), represents the entire Agreement between the Parties 
concerning site access. 


7. The Property Owner agrees that the land will be maintained indefinitely as a community garden. 


8. There shall be no charge for use of the land for the purpose specified herein. 


9. The access agreement is for use of land for the purpose of building and operating a community 
garden.  


10. The Property owner will provide access to and reasonable use of water. 


11. Features may be added to the garden at any time. Features include decorative and functional 
fencing, compost bins, pergola/gazebo type structure, signage, or other items as deemed 
necessary to carry out the purpose of the garden. Plans for garden improvements will be 
presented to the property owner for design and location input. 


12. General liability insurance will be provided. Grow Pittsburgh, the Western PA Conservancy, 
Allegheny County, and other participating organizations, will be listed as additional insured parties 
on the insurance policy. 


13. The Property owner shall have the opportunity to be present at any on-site event.  


Signing of this agreement constitutes acceptance of the above terms and conditions. 


Grow Pittsburgh 


Date:      


Signature:     


Name:    


Title:    


(Property Owner/Agency) (corporate seal) 


Date:  ____________    


Signature:     


Name:   


Title: 





